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NEWS

A n album of touching Edwardian photographs 
of domestic scenes has been reunited with 
house member Isel Hall well over a hundred 

Vivian Gwillim contacted Historic Houses in May 
2019. ‘When my mother died,’ she told us, ‘she 
left me a small Kodak photo album containing 24 
black-and-white photographs taken at Isel Hall.’ 
Vivian didn’t have a family connection with Isel 

the house’s current owners, Mr and Mrs Lowe, 

Esme Lowe dates the album to before 1911 using a 
clever bit of detective work. ‘A photo of the sunken 
garden doesn’t show the sun dial which has a 
1909-1911 inscription on it,’ he says.

of the house, Sir Wilfred Lawson, 3rd Baronet 
of Brayton, who later became a radical Liberal 

young woman, Josephine, probably his youngest 

is his wife Mary Camilla Lawson (née Macan), 

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS
2019 will see the longest festival ever, with Heritage Open Days extending 

across ten days from 13 to 22 September. It’s the 25th anniversary of 
the celebration of all things heritage related, when sites big and small 
across England, including Isel Hall, featured above, invite the public in 

Doors Open Days in Scotland and Open Doors in Wales occur across all 
September weekends as part of European Heritage Open Days, which 
is how the 300 free events are directly marketed in Northern Ireland, 

heritageopendays .org.uk

Although the couple never had children of their own, 
there are lots of youngsters in the album, including 
a young boy called Vaughan who is shown feeding 
some tame fox cubs from a bottle, and an unnamed 
girl playing with puppies (whose mother, Dinah, does 

can be fairly sure the contents are innocuous enough, 
though – Sir Wilfrid was, like his father, a staunch 
teetotaler and his wife a leading light of the British 
Women’s Temperance Association.

Yo
u

n
g

 b
oy

 V
au

g
h

an

Mary Camilla Lawson

 

 ‘An unconscious group on Crummock’

Dinah’s 
puppies
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Photos return home 
after a century

      

Nothing tells a nation’s story like
its homes.

Historic Houses represents Britain’s largest collection of independently owned, lived-in,
historic houses, castles and gardens.  Its quarterly magazine, Historic House, reaches
over 54,000 members who visit the houses and gardens and 2,100 historic house
owning members which includes virtually all the finest historic houses and estates in
Britain. The members collectively represent a large and financially significant market.

The magazine contains features on its member properties and owners, including what
it’s like to live in and run a historic house, as well as an advice section for owners, and
provides inspiration and ideas of historic houses and gardens for people to visit.  26
million visits are made to Historic Houses --member properties each year.

The magazine is themed around rooms of a historic house with sections that include
The Garden Room (gardening feature), The Library (book reviews), The Games Room
(crossword), The Guest Room (a guest writer) and The Pantry (recipes from member
properties) amongst others.



M iddleton Hall in north 
Warwickshire is a 
miraculous survival. 

been expanded or altered in every 
century since the late Middle 

until 1924 it was the seat of the 
Willoughby family, ennobled as 
the Barons Middleton in 1711 (and 
who now live at Birdsall House 

By the eighteenth century the 
family lived primarily at yet 
another of their houses, Wollaton 
Hall in Nottinghamshire (also 
sold in 1924 and now a museum). 
Middleton was leased to tenants 
– including several with claims to 
fame in their own right. Sir Francis 
Lawley, the sixth Lord Middleton’s 
brother-in-law, was a local MP who 

of the nineteenth century. A keen 
agriculturalist, he is a contender for 
creator of the famous Tamworth 
pig breed. If it wasn’t Sir Francis, 
it was his great friend and near 
neighbour at Drayton Manor 
(today a theme park), Sir Robert 
Peel, whose son of the same 

name became 
Prime Minister 

modern police 

between the two 
houses are still 
close; Sir Francis 
was succeeded 
as the tenant at 

of love

Labours

Around fifty of Historic Houses’ one and a half 
thousand member properties are owned or run 

Warwickshire and Lamport Hall in Northamptonshire 
epitomise, respectively, the stories of rescue and 

James Probert went to find how much these ‘houses 
without owners’ really differ from each other and 

Photography by Layton Thompson

Middleton by 
John Peel, a 
cousin of the 
Prime Minister, 
and today the 
Peel Society 
maintains its 
museum of 
police history in 
the west wing.

sold again, 
to a gravel 

unoccupied and fell into disrepair 
remarkably rapidly. One of my 
volunteer guides hinted that the 
rate of decay may have been 
speeded up by deliberate actions 
of the gravel extractors, eager to 
demolish the Grade II* building 
in order to excavate the ground 
it stood on – we’ll probably never 
know the truth.

Only eleven years after it was last 
lived in the house was such a 
wreck that, when some history-
buff ramblers asked the local 
authority about restoring it, 
the council’s survey concluded 
it was too far gone for rescue. 
Fortunately, others disagreed; an 
independent trust was formed and 
eventually a 75-year lease secured 
from the gravel company, along 
with a promise of annual funding 
for building materials (which lasted 

by-step approach was taken to 

outbuildings and then, in turn, the 
wings of the main house ranged 
around a courtyard (now partially 
open on one side thanks to the 
1920s owner, who demolished 
the fourteenth-century chapel 
in order apparently to get his 

and largely Georgian west wing 
were stabilised and pressed 
back into use as event spaces 
(generating much-needed extra 
revenue for the trust) by volunteers 
and labour from the Manpower 

range, the most recent major 
renovation project, includes the 

Building, probably the oldest 
surviving domestic architecture in 
the county, and the half-timbered 
John Ray Building, named for 
a pioneering naturalist and 
ornithologist brought to the hall by 
polymath Francis Willughby (sic), 
his former pupil. Together, Ray and 
Willughby set out, as members 
of the Royal Society in the 1660s, 
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The Readership
n Typically fall into the Mosaic groups C (Country Living) or B (Prestige Positions). 

They tend to be affluent homeowners, often retired and living comfortably.
n More than half live in houses with four or fice bedrooms.
n 90% are aged 46 or over; 78% are aged 56 or over
n 26 million visits are made to Historic Houses member properties every year (to 

put that in context, 24.5 million visits are made to National Trust historic houses 
each year).

Owners (house members of historic houses) who own both historic buildings and
gardens, are interested in architectural services, fine arts, auction houses, insurance,
home security, legal and tax advice.

Professional employees working at historic houses, interested in home and garden
products, professional advisory services and contractors.

Visitors to historic houses and gardens, interested in events, lifestyle products, home
improvements, gardening, cars, food and drink.

All images provided courtesy of Historic House magazine.



Magazine Advertising Rates 2022
If you are interested in advertising in Historic House magazine please contact Maz Oakley on 01462
896688 or email historichouses@hall-mccartney.co.uk

ADVERTISEMENT 1 ISSUE 2 ISSUES 4 ISSUES
(height x width in mm) Colour Colour Colour
Full page (250 x 190) £885 £822 £775
Trim size (270 x 210)
Bleed size (276 x 216)
Half page              £567 £526 £485
Vertical (250 x 93)
Horizontal (123 x 190)
Quarter page (123 x 93) £407 £391 £360
Eighth page (59.5 x 93) £278 £257 £231

Advertisement deadlines
Issue                      Spring Summer Autumn Winter
Month published March June September December
Copy deadline      3 February 5 May 4 August 3 November

Copy requirements: high resolution (press ready) PDF with CMYK images and postscript fonts
embedded.

Loose insert service
Weight (per item) Whole Membership (30,000) Just Full Members (2,100)
4-10gms                £1370 £510
11-15gms              £1750 £660
Inserts over 15gms will be subject to a separate quotation.

Advertising agency discount 10%. All advertisement and loose insert rates are plus VAT.
Please note that all advertisements and loose inserts are vetted by Historic Houses  and a sample of
loose inserts should be supplied to the publishers for approval well in advance of the publication date.

For more information please visit historichouses.org

Publishing department and advertisement office, contact Maz Oakley for enquiries:
Hall-McCartney Ltd, Heritage House, PO Box 21, Baldock, Hertfordshire SG7 5SH
Telephone: 01462 896688 
Email: historichouse@hall-mccartney.co.uk  
Web: www.hall-mccartney.co.uk


