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The Quarterly Journal of the Professional Gardeners’ Guild

j Used by the members of the Professional
Gardeners’ Guild as a forum for discussion, a
means of communication and a strong source of
reference.

j  Articles on plants and gardens, news and views,
and reports from both local and national
meetings.

j  Topical features focusing on a particular element
of heritage gardening, eg management of
ancient trees, lawncare, sculpture and statuary
maintenance.

j  Written by professional gardeners with years of
practical experience within private, historic or
heritage gardens.

THE PROFESSIONAL GARDENER offers
advertisers an opportunity to reach decision
makers who are responsible for some of the
largest and most prestigious gardens and
estates in the UK and Ireland. They buy and
use a wide range of products and services
including:
SEEDS • BULBS • PLANTS • SHRUBS • TREES •

SUPPORTS • SOIL IMPROVERS • PEST CONTROL • WIRE •

NETTING • FENCING • GRASS CUTTING MACHINES •

TRACTORS • TRAILERS • CULTIVATORS • CHAINSAWS •
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HEATING • PROPAGATORS • AQUATIC FEATURES AND

EQUIPMENT • GARDENING TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT •

SECURITY FOR STATUARY AND ORNAMENTS •

IRRIGATION • WATERING SYSTEMS

THE PROFESSIONAL GARDENERS’ GUILD was formed in 1977 and is a society for Head Gardeners,

Garden Managers, Assistant Gardeners, Botanists and Consultants. Its members are employed within

private gardens and the gardens and estates of the Historic Houses Association, the National Trust,

English Heritage and the Royal Palaces. They are responsible for some of the largest and most

prestigious gardens and estates in the UK and Ireland.

THE PROFESSIONAL GARDENERS’ GUILD is managed entirely by fellow professional gardeners and is

funded solely by membership subscription. It remains the only organisation to cater for the

professional interest of those employed in private sector horticulture. The Guild has the full support of

English Heritage, the National Trust and  the Historic Houses Association.
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An attractive proposition for your  SITUATIONS VACANT advertisements as it
provides direct access to PGG members in a fast turnaround publication that is
news driven and read immediately upon receipt.
Produced quarterly, published inbetween each journal, giving advertisers more
opportunity to reach members, up to 8 times a year.

See advertisement rates overleaf. 
Discounts are available for advertisements placed in both The Professional
Gardener & The Professional Gardeners’ Guild Newsletter

This iconic Sycamore tree (Acer
pseudoplatanus) was planted in the
late 1800s by the previous landowner,
John Clayton, to be a feature in the
landscape. The land and the tree came
into our care in the 1940s. 
The tree found fame when it featured in
the film Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves in
1991 and was also awarded the English
Tree of the Year award by the Woodland
Trust in 2016.

For nearly 200 years, the iconic
sycamore tree stood tall as a striking
image at Hadrian’s Wall and Housesteads
Fort in Northumberland, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site. We were shocked and
saddened when it was felled on 27
September. We’re now carefully
considering what’s possible for the
future of the site and the tree.

We’re carefully moving the 50-foot

The Sycamore Gap tree 
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tree by crane, which will be taken to a
place in our care and safely stored. This
will preserve Hadrian’s Wall, which is a
1,900-year-old monument, and will make
the site safe for visitors again. We’re
moving the trunk of the tree in as large
sections as possible to give us flexibility
on what the tree becomes in the future.
We’ve explored every option for moving
the tree, and this is the best and safest
way to do so.

During the past fortnight, we’ve
collected seeds from the tree, which are
being looked after by specialist
propagators at our Plant Conservation
Centre. We’ve also installed a temporary
fence to protect the tree’s stump, which
may begin to sprout new shoots in time.

Over the coming weeks, we’ll work with
partners such as Northumberland
National Park and involve the public to

find the best way of paying tribute to this
much-loved tree.

Due to the nature of the site, which is
designated by UNESCO and a scheduled
ancient monument, our plans must be
carefully thought through.

We’re very grateful for all the offers of
support and thousands of tributes we’ve
received from people in the north-east of
England and further afield.

If you’d like to get in touch with
suggestions for the future of the site
and the tree, please email us at
sycamoregap@nationaltrust.org.uk. We
kindly ask people to please bear with us
while we consider what might be
possible.

National Trust statement 11 October 2023
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Which bittercress?

Over the sea to Skye

When you have been pulling
bittercress, wavy or hairy, for a
lifetime and you come across a
bittercress that is not responding to
the tried and tested tweak, one feels
rather dumbfounded.
It must be different! Yet it is not in the
native floras.

It is a very diminutive form and doesn’t
have a strong basal leaf – flower stem to
pluck. Strangely, the flowers look quite
attractive in an alpine way. But not to get
deluded it is not showy. Also, there are
times when it doesn’t produce petals at
all (apetalous), so you don’t get the

warning, ‘seeds are on the way!’
Information gleaned from Sabina Knees

from the Royal Botanic Gardens
Edinburgh puts my quandary to rest. We
have a new species to the UK, first found
in RBG Edinburgh as early as 1975. It is
troublesome due to its size and fragile
nature, reproducing from seed and leaf
tip rooting.

I wondered if some of your members
might be interested to hear about The
Lockerby Trust. 
We provide housing, free of charge, to
suitable applicants. The origins of the
Trust are in the late 19th century when a
Victorian entrepreneur, Thomas Lockerby,
was so moved by the difficulties of
people who had ‘been reduced in their
circumstances by no improvidence
extravagance or rash speculation’ that
they could not afford accommodation for
their retirement. In his will he left money
to fund the building and upkeep of
houses. The then Trustees bought a large
house on the outskirts of Edinburgh, built
a street in its former walled garden and
since then we have been providing
cottages to applicants.

The Trust (Lockerby Almshouses
Charity Trust, SC017783, to give the
official name) is still thriving today. 

We have 16 semi-detached two storey
Arts and Crafts cottages, plus two semi-
detached modern bungalows, each with
their own garden. We provide these to
suitable retired (or about to retire)
applicants who are in need of a house,
either because they lived in a tied house
(like some ministers or gardeners) or who
have fallen on hard times. We make sure
the houses are wind and water tight, but
the occupant is responsible for council
tax, utilities etc. The street provides a
wonderful community with the younger,
fitter members often being good
neighbours and helping those who are no
longer so able. It is a peaceful haven
away from city life.

If you, or anyone you know, may be
interested in, or want to know more
about the Trust, please contact us at
apply@lockerbytrust.org.uk.

More info: watch Tim Rich, an expert who wrote the
BSBI handbook on crucifers, for an excellent
identification of bittercress in the UK
youtube.com/watch?v=A8e6pWCGVPo

By Robin Allan

New Zealand Bittercress 
Cardamine corymbosa

THE LOCKERBY
TRUST

David Salmon, Factor, Lockerby Trust

Becky Cross, former PGG trainee, has
recently joined the horticultural
team at Dunvegan Castle &
Gardens on the Isle of Skye,
after completing the
Horticulture with
Plantsmanship BSc
course at the Royal
Botanic Garden
Edinburgh.
Dunvegan Castle’s five acres
of formal gardens began life in

the 18th century. In stark contrast to the
barren moorland and mountains which

dominate Skye’s landscape, the
castle’s Water Garden, Rose

Garden, Walled Garden and
woodland walks provide a
hidden oasis for an
eclectic mix of flowers,
exotic plants, specimen

trees and shimmering pools
fed by waterfalls and streams

flowing down to the sea.
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