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j Used by the members of the Professional
Gardeners’ Guild as a forum for discussion, a
means of communication and a strong source of
reference.

j  Articles on plants and gardens, news and views,
and reports from both local and national
meetings.

j  Topical features focusing on a particular element
of heritage gardening, eg management of
ancient trees, lawncare, sculpture and statuary
maintenance.

j  Written by professional gardeners with years of
practical experience within private, historic or
heritage gardens.
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advertisers an opportunity to reach decision
makers who are responsible for some of the
largest and most prestigious gardens and
estates in the UK and Ireland. They buy and
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An attractive proposition for your  SITUATIONS VACANT advertisements as it
provides direct access to PGG members in a fast turnaround publication that is
news driven and read immediately upon receipt.
Produced quarterly, published inbetween each journal, giving advertisers more
opportunity to reach members, up to 8 times a year.

See advertisement rates overleaf. 
Discounts are available for advertisements placed in both The Professional
Gardener & The Professional Gardeners’ Guild Newsletter

An early 18th-century engraving
inspired the creation of a new parterre
at the National Trust’s Dyrham Park. 
This Baroque garden, influenced by Dutch
designs and owner William Blathwayt’s
experiences, had reverted to parkland in
the late 1700s. Now, Garden & Outdoors
Manager Piers Horry and his team have
revived the theme based on a 1712
Johannes Kip engraving. The 10x25m
parterre features steel frames, soil, turf,
850 Euonymus japonicus hedges, 24 yew
topiaries, seasonal plants, seashells, and
ornamental stones. This project is part of
a broader effort to revitalize the garden
with historical and modern influences,
funded by a legacy from garden
enthusiasts Stella and Jack Satchell.

I caught up with Garden and Outdoors
manager Piers Horry to ask some
questions:

Historic engraving inspires Baroque
parterre at Dyrham Park
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How did the historic engraving by
Johannes Kip influence the design and
layout of the new parterre at Dyrham
Park?
The Kip engraving is one piece of the
puzzle to what the historic 17th century
garden at Dyrham Park looked like, it was
commissioned by Robert Atkyins as a
series of engravings of gardens around
Gloucestershire. As it was not
commissioned by the owner William
Blathwayt, we assume there is less
artistic licence applied to the image. We
reinforce that knowledge with the
Icongraphica Rustica, written by Stephen
Switzer. We own four volumes of the
Icongraphica Rustica in the collection in
the house with one volume dedicated to
the garden at Dyrham Park. Switzer
walked around the gardens and gave a
complete written description of what he

saw including heights of the fountains,
steps on the cascades and patterns
within the parterre broderies
(embroidered parterres).

Can you share more about the specific
elements of the Dutch garden style
seen at Het Loo that were incorporated
into the new parterre?
William Blathwayt was Secretary of State
for the King William III and Mary Stuart.
During his time in role, he worked at Het
Loo in the Netherlands and was hugely
influenced by the garden there. He also
toured Flanders, visiting many gardens
during his time as Secretary of War.
During these times, he wrote to his Head
Gardener, Thomas Hurnall, in double-
spaced lines communicating the creation

Baroque parterre at
Dyrham Park. 
Image: © National Trust
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Which bittercress?

Over the sea to Skye

When you have been pulling
bittercress, wavy or hairy, for a
lifetime and you come across a
bittercress that is not responding to
the tried and tested tweak, one feels
rather dumbfounded.
It must be different! Yet it is not in the
native floras.

It is a very diminutive form and doesn’t
have a strong basal leaf – flower stem to
pluck. Strangely, the flowers look quite
attractive in an alpine way. But not to get
deluded it is not showy. Also, there are
times when it doesn’t produce petals at
all (apetalous), so you don’t get the

warning, ‘seeds are on the way!’
Information gleaned from Sabina Knees

from the Royal Botanic Gardens
Edinburgh puts my quandary to rest. We
have a new species to the UK, first found
in RBG Edinburgh as early as 1975. It is
troublesome due to its size and fragile
nature, reproducing from seed and leaf
tip rooting.

I wondered if some of your members
might be interested to hear about The
Lockerby Trust. 
We provide housing, free of charge, to
suitable applicants. The origins of the
Trust are in the late 19th century when a
Victorian entrepreneur, Thomas Lockerby,
was so moved by the difficulties of
people who had ‘been reduced in their
circumstances by no improvidence
extravagance or rash speculation’ that
they could not afford accommodation for
their retirement. In his will he left money
to fund the building and upkeep of
houses. The then Trustees bought a large
house on the outskirts of Edinburgh, built
a street in its former walled garden and
since then we have been providing
cottages to applicants.

The Trust (Lockerby Almshouses
Charity Trust, SC017783, to give the
official name) is still thriving today. 

We have 16 semi-detached two storey
Arts and Crafts cottages, plus two semi-
detached modern bungalows, each with
their own garden. We provide these to
suitable retired (or about to retire)
applicants who are in need of a house,
either because they lived in a tied house
(like some ministers or gardeners) or who
have fallen on hard times. We make sure
the houses are wind and water tight, but
the occupant is responsible for council
tax, utilities etc. The street provides a
wonderful community with the younger,
fitter members often being good
neighbours and helping those who are no
longer so able. It is a peaceful haven
away from city life.

If you, or anyone you know, may be
interested in, or want to know more
about the Trust, please contact us at
apply@lockerbytrust.org.uk.

More info: watch Tim Rich, an expert who wrote the
BSBI handbook on crucifers, for an excellent
identification of bittercress in the UK
youtube.com/watch?v=A8e6pWCGVPo

By Robin Allan

New Zealand Bittercress 
Cardamine corymbosa

THE LOCKERBY
TRUST

David Salmon, Factor, Lockerby Trust

Becky Cross, former PGG trainee, has
recently joined the horticultural
team at Dunvegan Castle &
Gardens on the Isle of Skye,
after completing the
Horticulture with
Plantsmanship BSc
course at the Royal
Botanic Garden
Edinburgh.
Dunvegan Castle’s five acres
of formal gardens began life in

the 18th century. In stark contrast to the
barren moorland and mountains which

dominate Skye’s landscape, the
castle’s Water Garden, Rose

Garden, Walled Garden and
woodland walks provide a
hidden oasis for an
eclectic mix of flowers,
exotic plants, specimen

trees and shimmering pools
fed by waterfalls and streams

flowing down to the sea.
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